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The reasons which inspired Mr. Chamberlain's declaration
were noble and generous. He wished to make it clear that
there was no limit to the support which we were ready to give.
We should do all that was possible. And he wished above all
to be sure that the alleged mistake of 1914 was not to be
repeated, and that Germany should be unable to say that she
did not know of our intentions. He was, however, hopelessly
misinformed as to the real strength both of the pacifists and of
the militant Communists in France and the Low Countries.
Nothing but an attack on France by Germany could have
energized France in her own defence and the same was
certainly true of Belgium. Our diplomacy made it necessary
for Britain and France to take the initiative in declaring a war,
and the declaration of war was intensely unpopular across the
Channel. If our action meant, as it should have meant, the
seizure of the military initiative in the West, it would have been
wise, far-sighted, and decisive; but the French were not pre-
pared to take the initiative and we had no adequately trained
forces available. As things were, the course we adopted had
every conceivable disadvantage. It made war more, not less,
likely; it disturbed and weakened our one possible ally, and it
condemned the British and French Armies to many months of
demoralizing inaction, months during which Communist
propaganda made deadly inroads on the morale of the French
forces.

All arguments really return to this point. Neither at the
time of Munich, nor at the time of Prague, nor in September
1939, was France resolute, well armed, united, or willing to
fight .a great offensive battle against Germany without Russia
as an ally. Russia had no intention of allying herself with
France against Germany except on terms which neither France
nor Great Britain could accept. In effect, Great Britain and
France would have found themselves at any of these dates faced
by a Russo-German alliance. Given our own lack of military
effectives and the political state of the French Army and
Government, the result would in all human probability have
been the same.. A small island power without a trained
national army cannot engage in continental warfare without a
strong and resolute continental ally. Neither in 1938 nor in